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	Summary: 
It’s 2081 and the government believes competition and individuality are bad. People are artificially “handicapped” so they do not have any special advantages over anyone else. Harrison Bergeron fights against the government to be himself without government “handicaps”.
Main conflict:  
The government is forcing people to not have any unique individuality, to all be the same. There is no personal freedom. The conflict is between government interference and personal freedom.

Description: 
Harrison is 14, genius, athletic, seven feet tall, and handsome.

	Quote:  
‘”Even as I stand here’ he bellowed, ‘crippled, hobbled, sickened – I am a greater ruler than any man who ever lived! Now watch me become what I can become!’” (Vonnegut 3).

Explanation:

Apparently, Harrison had reached his limit; he needed to be free – to be who he really was, without fictitious government “handicaps”. So, he broke and ripped off all his “handicaps” and showed who Harrison was.
Motivation:

Harrison’s motivation was to be free and to show the other people what freedom and individuality looked like.
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Explanation and textual evidence:

Harrison is like a wild stallion, who has to run free – no matter what. He desires freedom over his life. It was clear that you would be greatly punished for going against these “equality” laws. Harrison knew he would be punished for escaping from jail and taking off his, the ballerina’s, and the musicians’ “handicaps”, and he didn’t care. “Harrison tore the straps of his handicap harness […his] scrap-iron handicaps crashed to the floor. Harrison thrust his thumbs under the bar of the padlock that secured his head harness. The bar snapped like celery. Harrison smashed his headphones and spectacles against the wall. He flung away his rubber-ball nose…” (Vonnegut 4). He “plucked the mental handicap from [the ballerina’s] ear, snapped off her physical handicaps with marvelous delicacy. Last of all he removed her mask” (Vonnegut 4). “Harrison stripped [the musicians] of their handicaps, too” (Vonnegut 4). He wanted to be himself; he wanted to be free to dance, regardless of the consequences.


	Beginning:

1. Harrison interacts with his parents, George & Hazel Bergeron.

2. Interaction:  Harrison is taken away from his parents by the government when he is 14. And his parents don’t do anything to stop or fight it.

Quote: “…the H-G [Handicapper General] men took George and Hazel Bergeron’s fourteen-year-old son, Harrison, away. It was tragic all right, but George and Hazel couldn’t think about anything except in short bursts” (Vonnegut 1).

3. Not only was Harrison “handicapped” by the government because of his intelligence, physical strength, and good looks, but he was imprisoned. Because of his parent’s handicaps, they couldn’t do anything to help him. So, at a very young age, Harrison lost his individuality and freedom, and it enraged him.
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	End:

1. Harrison interacts with a ballerina.

2. Interaction: Harrison broke out of jail, and he breaks into the newsroom. After he breaks out of all his “handicaps”, he says to a group of ballerinas who are there to perform, “‘I shall now select my Empress! […] Let the first woman who dares rise to her feet claim her mate and her throne!’” (Vonnegut 4). One of the ballerinas came forward and Harrison took off her “handicaps”; she is beautiful. And then they dance.

3. For a few wonderful moments, Harrison and the ballerina were free! And dancing! “…in an explosion of joy and grace, into the air they sprang! […] They reeled, whirled, swiveled, flounced, capered, gamboled, and spun […] and they kissed each other for a long, long time” (Vonnegut 4). Harrison got to experience real freedom for once, and it was beautiful and worth the price he paid. 
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	Advancing the Plot:

All Harrison has ever known is the government’s belief that everyone should be the same – their idea of “equality.” Harrison had the heaviest “handicaps” of anyone ever. “He wore a tremendous pair of earphones, and spectacles with thick wavy lenses. The spectacles were intended to make him not only half blind, but to give him whanging headaches besides. Scrap metal was hung all over him […] Harrison looked like a walking junkyard […] to offset his good looks, the H-G men required that he wear at all times a red rubber ball for a nose, keep his eyebrows shaved off, and cover his even white teeth with black caps at snaggle-tooth random” (Vonnegut 3). His dad wasn’t able to help him because he was also “handicapped” and his mom was of average intelligence, “which meant she couldn’t think about anything except in short bursts” (Vonnegut 1). So, he didn’t have anyone to help him fight this; he was all on his own. So, he broke out of jail – on his own – to fight for his freedom. The ballerina was willing to join Harrison in the fight for freedom. She allowed him to take off her “handicaps” and she enjoyed the freedom of dancing without them. She went with Harrison on his journey to freedom. She was willing to give her all, as well.


