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	Summary:

A high school student and reluctant football player, Devin Mack, learns about kindness and faith through football.

Main conflict:

After being abused by his parents and bullied by other kids, Devin is afraid of being hurt and humiliated when he goes up against a bigger, well-seasoned football player.

Description:

Devin is a sophomore; he’s five feet, six inches and 127 pounds. He doesn’t consider himself strong or quick; he is smart and loves to write.


	Quote:

“My thing is my brain. I’m smart. I get good grades. I love to write. Someday I want to live in a place, far away from my family […] My brain is supposed to take me to that place” (Crutcher 123).

Explanation:

Devin feels forced to play football, even though he doesn’t feel like he’s athletic. And he really wants to get away from his town and his abusive parents. He feels like his brains, not his football playing, are what will help him escape the town and his family.

Motivation:

Devin doesn’t feel like he has any choice about playing football; he has to. He is motivated by not wanting to be laughed at or humiliated, which he feels like he will be in football. As soon as he graduates, he’s leaving the town and his parents behind. He’s motivated by his desire to get away from his family and by his love of learning and writing. 

	
Explanation and textual evidence:

Devin’s parents have abused him his whole life; other kids have bullied him; and now with no real talent, he’s playing football. He never runs away or gives up. He works in a store, saving his money, and he does well in school. He’s getting himself ready to leave once he graduates. And when Rich Saxon, a fellow football player, befriends him and tries to help him, Devin gives it his all, just like the Little Engine that Could. “The whistle blasts and Rich explodes at me, knees high, legs pumping like pistons. And I give him everything I’ve got. I’m running low, staring right at his waistline. In the distance I hear a guttural growl, realize just before impact it’s coming out of me” (Crutcher 140).


* My title is in quotation marks because
it is a short story, but yours will be a 

book – so the title will be italicized.*
	Beginning:

1. Devin interacts with his dad, Hector Mack.

2. Interaction: His dad physically abuses him.

Quote: “First time I was in foster care, before I even remember, it was because Hector punched me in the stomach. It’s in my CPS file. I was three, and he threw me onto the floor to prove to Carline he didn’t love me more than her (no proof should have been necessary). He told her he slugged me so hard he thought he felt the floor against his knuckles. Through me” (Crutcher 127).

3. Devin becomes used to being bullied and abused, not just by his dad but by kids at school, as well. He believes he doesn’t matter. 
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	End:

1. Devin interacts with Rich Saxon.

2. Interaction:  Rich helps Devin have faith in himself by reaching out to him in kindness and teaching him how to tackle in football.
Quote: “‘Gotta have faith. Not in God. In yourself. When you hear that whistle, you come at me with everything you got, hear me?’”

3. Devin experiences kindness, something that has been scarce in his life, from Rich. It will help Devin to begin to believe in himself – to begin to believe he is valuable after all.
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	Advancing the Plot:

Because Hector and Carline Mack, Devin’s parents, have abused him his whole life, Devin does not feel like he is important; he says “I. Don’t. Matter” (Crutcher 128). Other kids have bullied him, too. He plays football because he is expected to, not because he wants to. He’s scared of being humiliated because he’s not big enough or fast enough. Rich Saxon, a bigger, older football player, offers Devin advice on how to tackle him during practice because he wants to help Devin.  And Rich stands up to and protects Devin from his dad. Rich is kind to Devin and teaches Devin about faith and belief in himself.


